Allemande Nevetell and Madame Contrista, taking their ‘Rolling Contra and
Massage Wagon’ to Louisiana for a winter tour, brought along Allemande’s cousin,
Marty Le Grau. They were concerned about him. He'd been listening to nothing by
Roy Orbison songs for weeks. He even started to sound like Roy Orbison.

“| feel 50 bad,” he said, “I've got a worried mind, and 'm lonesome all of the time.”
“You left your baby behind, didn’t you,” Allemande said. “If | could only see that
familiar sunrise through sleeping eyes,” Marty moaned, “How happy I'd be.” “You
mean at Contra Bayou!” Allemande and Madame Contrista both said it at once.
“I'm going back someday!” Marty insisted. “Come what may! “Laissez les bons
temps rouler,” said Madame Contrista. “There’s a contra dance there this March.
The folks, the bands and the callers are all mighty fine. 'm sure she'll be there. And
if not, someone else will be.”™ You mean its gonna take away this hurting inside?”
Marty asked. “Can’t guarantee that,” Allemande said. “More likely just shift the
pain from your heart to your back and feet.”

In keeping with the tradition of contra wanderlust, the Charlotte dance community
is once again conjuring up an exotic location for a weekend of dancing: The Contra
Bayou Meltdown 2010!

The Bands
As befitting a bayou dance, the bands have a certain wild and unpredictable flavor
that really let the good times roll:

Latter Day Lizards — Original band members Feter Barnes (fiddle and guitar), Bill
Tomczak, (clarinet, saxophone, banjo, uke, and dumbek) and Dave Langford (piano,
guitar, flute, and harmonica) will be joined by Stuart Kenny (bass) and Mark
Hellenberg (percussion) for our dancing pleasure. This group will make a perfect
musical gumbo guaranteed to delight your blues from cool to hot and spicy. In
fact, there are tales of music that will “ignite flames under dancing feet”. For
sure, they get pulses racing and feet flying! With a wide ranging and hopelessly
eclectic repertoire including everything from Irish and Scottish traditional jigs and
reels to Balkan, blues, and swing tunes, the Latter Day Lizards bring excellent
musicianship, playfulness, drama, and unrelentingly infectious rhythm to their
dance performances. Based in New England, they were kidnapped for just this
dance, having been told they were being featured in a Mardi Gras parade.

Toss the Possum — A family band, whose name was inepired by a domestic encounter
with a disgruntled possum, the Zisettes take spontaneity and improvisation to
new heights. Toss the Fossum is comprised of family members Laura, Rob, Chas,
and Jane Zieette. These young folk make up a wonderful ‘up and coming’ band out
of Virginia who play some of the most beautiful original waltzes ever heard. In
addition, this band puts their unique twist on southern tunes, old time, Celtic,
jazz and folk. They are known for their energetic, driving renditions of traditional
tunes. Oh, there are also rumors the disgruntled possum for which the band is
named, may have been a midget.

The Callers

Carol Ormand — A caller since 1990 has been wowing dancers at weekend and
festivals all over the United States (and occasionally abroad) and has written
enough dances to fill two books. When she’s not calling energy-filled contras and
squares, she may be found busy at her other hobby — quilting!

Shawn Brenneman — A powerhouse caller: when she’s not dancing or calling she’s
playing with her own contra band, House Red. She works to create an atmosphere
where dancers can best enjoy the music, each other, and the dance and often does
this by choosing good dances, teaching them simply, clearly, and quickly, calling
in a clear and timely manner, then dropping out when possible to let the music
carry the dancers forward.

The Contra Bayou Ball

On Saturday, when the moon is silver and full, we'll have the Contra Bayou Ball
reflecting all the shimmering mystery of the Cajun swamplands and the blue bayou.
All dancers are encourage to come in their personal shade of silver or blue and any

leftover Mardi Gras finery they can still find and get into.

Workshops & Special Events

® Waltzing Workshop — Scott Baxla and Jan Luquire

* Flatfoot Workshop — Travis Anderegg will lead the footwork in this workshop
® Musicians' Jam - Bring your instruments along!

* Caller's Workshop — No experience needed

* Yoga — Hampton Thrower

® Massage — for your dance-weary bodies, bones and feet

* Rise up Singing — Gretchen Caldwell

®  Sunday Morning Waltzing

Dining

Friday's POT LUCK Dinner will begin at 6:30 pm. Bring your favorite food to share!
The rest of the purchased meals will be provided by Camp Thunderbird’s catering
experts. Those who prefer vegetarian fare should make their wishes known on the
registration form. Sunday Brunch will be provided on the back porch of the dance
hall. Oh, and, don’t forget about the famous lce Cream Social Saturday Night in
Johnson Halll

Sleeping Arrangements

Heated cabins, single beds and togetherness bathrooms with showers are among
the many perke of Camp Thunderbird. You will need to bring bedding, towele and soap.
Also available are local hotels (South Charlotte, NC, Carowinds, Fort Mill, SC, Rock
Hill, 5C) and camping (McDowell Fark at 704-566-5224). Remember, no camping is
allowed at Camp Thunderbird.

Dancers using the cabins for the weekend must vacate by 12:00 noon on Sunday —
before dancing can resume. Showers will be available after noon at Cabins 33 & 34
for those wishing to make a clean break from the dance weekend!

Registration

Registration is limited. A full refund minus $15 is available prior to March 3. We will
confirm your registration by e-mail or SASE (self-addressed stamped envelope).
Please be sure to send SASE or a clearly written e-mail address for confirmation.

For information and registration, contact:
e Ron Bates, 9421 Errington Lane, Charlotte, NC 286227
* rbatesG@carolina.rr.com e phone: 704.577.7510

If you can’t attend, you may sell your ticket to someone of the same gender only.
Please let Ron Bates know of the arrangements at rbatesc@carolina.rr.com.

Camp Rules
NO alcohol... cooking... pets... camping... unsupervised children... camping or sleeping
in vehicles allowed.

Gypsy Meltdown 2010 Registration Form

Enrollment is limited. Flease register early.

Dancer 1 - Name:

Address

Phone

E-mail
Dance, Cabin & Food .. $155
Dance & Food (4 meals) $125
Dance Only oo $ 90

L] Vegetarian Food Flease! [ Regular Food Please!
Cabin Preference: [ IMale [Female []Co-ed

| would like to share a cabin with:

Dancer 2 - Name:

Address

Phone

E-mail
Dance, Cabin & Food $155
Dance & Food (4 meals) $125
Dance Only ... $ 90

[] Vegetarian Food FPleasel [[] Regular Food Flease!
Cabin Preference: [Male [ Female [1Co-ed

| would like to share a cabin with:

Total Amount Enclosed for all people above: $

We will confirm via e-mail or Self Addressed Stamped Envelope (SASE). Flease
send SASE or e-mail address for confirmation.

If you are unable to attend, you may sell your ticket to someone of the
same gender only. A full refund minus $15 is available prior to March 3rd.

Mailing List Information

[] I am not attending this year. Flease keep me on the mailing/e-mail list
for next year.

Mail your registration form plus check made payable to:

Charlotte Dance Gypsies
c/oRon Bates ¢ 9421 Errington Lane ¢ Charlotte, NC 28227






